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About

Natalia was born and raised in southwestern Spain.  She did her bachelor’s in English Linguistics and

Literature at the University of Cádiz, followed by a Master in Education at Fundación Universidad

Empresa de la provincia de Cádiz (FUECA).  She started teaching Spanish (as a second language) in

2002, at a cultural center called Duende Lenguas in Jerez, as part of a study-abroad program.  Natalia

provided language lessons to Americans and Hollanders, plus took them on city tours to practice and

be immersed in the culture.  Besides being the start of her teaching career, this work gave her a better

understanding and appreciation for her own culture.  She also taught English (as a second language)

in middle and high schools for several years.

Master's in Secondary Education

University of Cádiz

Cádiz, Spain
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Induction to the UK - Primary

Introduction to the UK - Secondary

Safeguarding Children

Working with Young People with Special Needs

Behaviour Management.

In 2007, Natalia went to work at the University of East London.  For recent high school grads from

Spain, she was a group leader in a summer program of intensive English learning.  After returning to

Spain and having taught both Spanish and English for several years, Natalia preferred teaching her

native language to others.  She decided that she wanted to study a master’s to teach Spanish at the

university level.  After getting her Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) for the UK, she moved to London

in 2009.  To familiarize with the UK education system, she started by earning some certifications:

She briefly worked as an English substitute teacher before studying her master’s in Second Language

Acquisition at the University of Goldsmiths.  Due to a partnership with Instituto Cervantes, she was

certified to teach Spanish to adults with the certificate CLTA.  She is also an official trainer for

DELE and SIELE.

In 2011, Natalia married an American and moved to the state of Maryland, not far from Washington,

D.C.  She initially tried teaching Spanish in a high school, but very poor classroom behavior

immediately convinced her to switch to teaching college level.  She started off at Anne Arundel

Community College due to proximity, and later moved up to the University of Loyola in Baltimore. 

 It’s worth noting that a handful of students from the community college were so fond of Natalia’s

teaching that they arranged private group lessons with her after she switched to Loyola.

When Natalia had her daughter, she considered where would be the best place to raise a kid

bilingually and open a bilingual school.  San Antonio, Texas, a former Spanish settlement and major

city with a significant Hispanic population, was where she decided to move and create the company

Distant Language.



Philosophy on Education

Education opens its arms to change.

Embrace this change, and see a new world full of opportunities.

We have to be receptive and willing to change, because change is part of the learning process.  With

respect to learning a new language or culture, a beautiful metaphor from the movie Aladdin is that it

is "a whole new world".  You have to inspire students to step out of their comfort zone.  The song is

featured in the scene where Aladdin offers his hand to Jasmine as they're about to go on the magic

carpet ride.  Jasmine is initially scared, but she eventually feels fascinated by what she sees and wants

to experience more to life outside of the palace.  An educator has to help their students take that first

step and stand by them until the new encounters will feel familiar.

A whole new world (don't you dare close your eyes)

A hundred thousand things to see (hold your breath, it gets better)

I'm like a shooting star, I've come so far

I can't go back to where I used to be

A whole new world

With new horizons to pursue

I'll chase them anywhere

There's time to spare

Let me share this whole new world with you

A Whole New World

⋮

⋮



respect for self

respect for others

responsibility for your actions.

Lead students to find their path, based on their dreams and goals in life.  Treat their talent as treasure

and invest in their knowledge.  Knowledge can only be gained by means of effort, perseverance, and

motivation.  Be concerned about not only their academic learning, but also about their other needs,

motivations, and feelings.  Citing the Dalai Lama, use the three R's:

This constructs a solid foundation for learning where students feel safe, working in a relaxed

environment, without fears to participate or make mistakes.

Share your knowledge.  It is a way to achieve immortality.

Dalai Lama


